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ABSTRACT:

This study aims to analyze discussions on the process of internationalization in/of postgraduate
education in Brazil, based on a literature review of scientific articles available on the Academic
Portal of CAPES between 2020 and 2024. The texts analyzed show that internationalization has
been driven by public policies which, although promoting international engagement, reproduce
geopolitical asymmetries in knowledge production and reinforce the dynamics of the
commodification of education. In addition, the literature highlights the need to consider regional
and institutional specificities, suggesting the adoption of more inclusive and critical models.
The review also indicates that both the internationalization process and the evaluation methods
of postgraduate programs are constantly evolving.
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RESUMO:

Este artigo tem como objetivo analisar as discussdes sobre o processo de internacionalizagdo
na/da pos-graduacdo no Brasil, a partir de revisdo de literatura de artigos cientificos
disponibilizados no Portal Académico da CAPES, no periodo de 2020 a 2024. Os textos
analisados evidenciam que a internacionaliza¢do tem sido impulsionada por politicas publicas,
que, embora promovam a inser¢do internacional, reproduzem assimetrias geopoliticas do
conhecimento e reforcam a dindmica de mercantilizagdo da educagdo. Além disso, a literatura
destaca a necessidade de se considerar as especificidades regionais e institucionais, sugerindo
a adocdo de modelos mais inclusivos e criticos. A revisdo aponta, ainda, que tanto o processo
de internacionalizacdo quanto o método de avaliacao dos programas de pds-graduagdo estdo
em constante evolucao.

Palavras-chave: internacionalizacao; pos-graduacao; revisao de literatura.

RESUMEN:
Este articulo tiene como objetivo analizar las discusiones sobre el proceso de
internacionalizacion en/de los programas de posgrado en Brasil, a partir de una revision de la
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literatura de articulos cientificos disponibles en el Portal Académico de la CAPES, en el periodo
de 2020 a 2024. Los textos analizados evidencian que la internacionalizacion ha sido impulsada
por politicas publicas que, aunque promueven la insercion internacional, reproducen asimetrias
geopoliticas del conocimiento y refuerzan la dindmica de mercantilizacion de la educacion.
Ademéds, la literatura destaca la necesidad de considerar las especificidades regionales e
institucionales, sugiriendo la adopcion de modelos mas inclusivos y criticos. La revision
también sefiala que tanto el proceso de internacionalizacién como el método de evaluacion de
los programas de posgrado estdn en constante evolucion.

Palabras clave: internacionalizacion; posgrado; revision de la literatura.

INTRODUCTION

Internationalization, within the context of higher education, is understood as the process
of integrating an international, intercultural, or global dimension into academic activities,
encompassing teaching, research, extension, and management (Knight, 2004). It is a movement
that transcends geographical and institutional boundaries, manifesting itself through a variety
of actions, such as student and faculty mobility, international academic partnerships, scientific
cooperation, and institutional agreements between universities from different countries.

In Brazil, internationalization gained prominence from the 1990s onward through joint
initiatives undertaken by the Ministry of Education (MEC) and the Ministry of Science and
Technology, particularly through CAPES and CNPq. This movement became especially
consolidated after 1998, with the implementation of the new framework for the Triennial
Evaluation of Postgraduate Programs conducted by CAPES, which began to consider
internationalization as one of the quality indicators for programs offering doctoral degrees
(Santos; Zanardini; Hotz, 2022).

The role of CAPES has been fundamental in guiding the implementation of
internationalization in Brazil. The agency has promoted evaluation policies that encourage
postgraduate programs to adopt international practices as a means of enhancing academic
quality. Among the criteria considered are academic mobility, publication in international
journals, international cooperation projects, and the establishment of global research networks.
By evaluating and funding programs based on these criteria, CAPES not only encourages but
also enables institutions to expand their international engagement and achieve stronger
academic outcomes.

In this sense, internationalization becomes a strategic indicator for achieving academic
excellence. It provides postgraduate programs with greater visibility, promotes access to high-
impact publications, facilitates the exchange of knowledge, and broadens the reach of research

produced within the country. Furthermore, it reinforces the role of universities as spaces for the

Revista ComCiéncia » mai. 2026 » vol. 12, no. 16 » e12162608
https://revistas.uneb.br/index.php/comciencia



C

INTERNATIONALIZATION IN AND OF POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS:
A REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC ARTICLES

education of citizens capable of acting within a global context, thereby strengthening the social
and political mission of these institutions.

In light of this, the present study aims to examine what scientific articles have been
revealing about the process of academic internationalization in/of postgraduate education. It is,
therefore, a literature review based on articles retrieved from the CAPES Journals Portal,

covering the period from 2020 to 2024.

WHAT IS INTERNATIONALIZATION IN/OF POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION?

Although the concept of internationalization is widely used, it is still not subject to
consensus within academic circles. According to Knight (2004), internationalization refers to
the integration of an international and intercultural dimension into teaching, research,
extension, and management activities. Such a conception is inherently dynamic, as it varies
according to institutional interests, public policies, and the socioeconomic conditions of
different countries. In Brazil, it is possible to observe that internationalization was initially
encouraged through academic cooperation programs and was later incorporated into the formal
evaluation criteria for postgraduate programs, thereby contributing to its progressive
institutionalization.

Higher Education has undergone intense social, cultural, political, and economic
transformations, which have generated adaptive movements occurring at different paces and in
diverse forms across societies. These transformations have been driven primarily by the process
of globalization and became even more evident after the COVID-19 pandemic, when there
emerged an urgent need to shift from manual, physical, and face-to-face practices to digital,
online, and remote modes of operation.

In recent years, it has been possible to observe a substantial increase in all forms of
international academic mobility, promoting the universal exchange of knowledge, ideas, values,
and culture (Knight, 2020), while simultaneously placing the theme of educational
internationalization at the forefront of academic discussions.

According to Knight (2020), internationalization is the process through which an
international, intercultural, or global dimension is integrated into the purposes, functions, and
delivery of higher education. Therefore, for a university to be considered an international
institution, the mere promotion of international events or exchange partnerships is insufficient;
rather, “it is necessary to establish an institutional internationalization policy as an integral part
of the institution’s strategic development” (Franklin; Zuin; Emmendoerfer, 2018, p. 132, our

translation).
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Still regarding the relevance of internationalization, Santos and Almeida Filho (2012)
consider internationalization to be the university’s fourth mission, alongside teaching, research,
and extension activities. The authors argue that internationalization is decisive for the future of
higher education because, “grounded in consolidated material and institutional foundations, and
seeking to respond to the social challenges of our time, internationalization becomes a mission
of the university when it is mobilized in an intentional and conscious manner” (Santos; Almeida
Filho, 2012, p. 145, our translation).

According to Stallivieri and Miranda (2017), internationalization currently constitutes
one of the forces that most strongly impacts and shapes higher education, as it represents one
of the most significant challenges within the contemporary academic environment. To this end,
the authors further emphasize the need to prepare the academic community to operate within
an increasingly international and intercultural context in a globalized world.

The relevance of internationalization for postgraduate programs lies in its potential to
expand academic boundaries, promote the circulation of knowledge, strengthen scientific
research, and increase the visibility of higher education institutions. Interaction with foreign
centers of excellence, the development of collaborative projects, the joint publication of articles,
and the establishment of international research networks are strategies that consolidate the
global engagement of postgraduate programs and contribute to their continuous improvement.

Considering the ideas presented above, what would be the benefits of
internationalization, and why should higher education institutions seek to internationalize? The

following section outlines the reasons that drive internationalization:

Table 1 - Change in Rationales Driving Internationalization

Four Categories of rationales (1999) Levels of Rationales (2020)

Academic Social Individual level Institutional level
International Dimension to | National cultural Develop worldview and Improve quality
Research and Teaching identity intl competencies Enhanced research and
Extension of Academic Intercultural Enhance career innovation
Horizon understanding Intercultural understanding | International branding
Institution Building Citizenship and skills and profile
Profile and Status development Knowledge of Capacity Building
Enhancement of Quality Social and national/international Student and staff
International Academic community issues development
Standards development Develop international Strategic alliances

network Knowledge production
Income generation

Political Economic National level Regional level
Foreign Policy Revenue Generation | Human resources/ skill Alignment of national
National Security Competitiveness development systems
Technical Assistance Labour Market Increased access to higher | Regional identity
Peace and Mutual Financial incentives | education Geo-political alliances
Understanding Brain gain Regional
National Identity Commercial trade competitiveness
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Regional Identity Nation building
Social cultural
development
Diplomacy
Soft Power

Fonte: Knight (2020)

Based on the reasons presented in the framework created and updated by Knight (2020),
academic, sociocultural, political, and economic benefits are expected as outcomes of
internationalization through the production, dissemination, and access to knowledge beyond
national borders. In this sense, it is not an exaggeration to state that internationalization
constitutes a fundamental strategic element for strengthening scientific production, expanding
academic boundaries, and preparing professionals to address global challenges more
effectively. Furthermore, this process enhances the visibility and impact of Brazilian Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs), which explains why it has been elevated to the status of the
university’s fourth mission, as highlighted by Santos and Almeida Filho (2012).

METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

This article is characterized as a literature review whose objective was to identify and
analyze what publications, in the form of scientific articles, discuss regarding the process of
internationalization in/of postgraduate education. The survey of publications was conducted in
July 2025, and the database selected was the CAPES Journals Portal, given its relevance and
credibility within the academic community concerning scientific production.

The time frame adopted comprised publications from the last five years, that is, from
2020 to 2024, in order to ensure that the analysis would be grounded in the most recent studies
available on the chosen topic. The following table presents the inclusion and exclusion criteria

applied to the articles retrieved:

Table 2 - Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria
Scientific Articles Dissertations, theses, reports, book chapters, etc.
Published between 2020 and 2024 Published outside the five-year time frame
Open-access articles Restricted-access articles
Address the internationalization in/of Address internationalization in basic education and
postgraduate education undergraduate education
Include the term “internationalization” Include the term “internationalization” referring

referring to academic internationalization,
primarily related to the field of Education

primarily to other types of internationalization
(economic, political, market-oriented, etc.) rather than
academic internationalization

Focus on the internationalization process
in a broader sense within the Brazilian
context

Focus on the internationalization process in a highly
specific manner (case studies, experience reports, etc.)

Source: Research data, 2025.

Revista ComCiéncia » mai. 2026 » vol. 12, no. 16 » e12162608

@' CTEETE https://revistas.uneb.br/index.php/comciencia




INTERNATIONALIZATION IN AND OF POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS:
A REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC ARTICLES

Based on the application of these criteria, and considering only national journal articles
published between 2020 and 2024 with open access availability, two descriptors were used in
the search process, combined through the Boolean operator AND: “internationalization in
postgraduate education” AND “internationalization of postgraduate education.” Table 1 below

presents the results obtained:

Table 3 - Results Found in the CAPES Journals Portal

Database Filters ?escrlptoz Articles Found | Selected Articles
is (exact)
Material type: | «jpternationalization in 3 1
CAPES Journals Article postgraduate education”
Portal Period:
202 Oe ro 26 04 “internationalization of 15 7
to postgraduate education”
Total 18 8

Source: Research data, 2025.

Following the initial identification stage, the abstract of each article was read in order
to ensure its alignment with the objectives of the study. The following articles were excluded:
(a) those that did not address academic internationalization; (b) those that did not address
internationalization in/of postgraduate education; (c) those focused exclusively on the
experience of a specific university; and (d) those focused exclusively on the experience of a
specific postgraduate program. After applying the necessary exclusions, a total of eight (8)
articles were selected for analysis. These are presented in Chart 3, organized in ascending order

according to year of publication:

Table 4 - Analyzed Articles

Title Author(s) Year Journal/City
Internacionalizacdo e .
transnacionaliza¢do na pos- AA.na Paula Hey; . Inter-Acao,
1 . Afranio Mendes Catani, 2020 A
graduacdo em Educag@o no Brasil: Antonio Amorim ’ Goiania
alguns embates
. . - , Daniela Jéssica Veroneze;
A 1nterna010na11; a¢ao Na pos- Ieda Pertuzzati; Revista de
2 graduagao: avqhaqao traada, Silvia Regina Canan; 2021 Politicas Publicas
desafios impostos Arnaldo Nogaro
Internacionalizagdo e pds-graduagdo: A o
a politica de editais da Capes (2005- Alda Caslgr:m/:;a(;lé;), Larissa 2021 /é\;ll]iﬁ;’
2018) p
A cqnstruan da poht:ca de Rosemeri Nunes Feijo; Educar em
internacionalizag¢do . . 2021 . .
, ~ i Helgio Trindade Revista, Curitiba
para a pés-graduagdo brasileira
A internacionalizagdo na politica Joyce Pereira da Costa:
. cientifica brasileira Ana Ludmila Freire Costa; 2021 Avallqgao,
e seus impactos para os programas Oswaldo Hajime Yamamoto Campinas
de pos-graduacdo
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Geoeconomia politica do
. Roberto Leher;
conhecimento e os desafios para a . ) Argumentum,
6 . . o , Maria Rosimary Soares dos | 2023 o
internacionalizagao da pos- Vitéria
~ Santos
graduacao
7 Intzglllla;cg);alfrzgalolec})aga(;: Maria Lucia T. Garcia; 2023 Argumentum,
& ¢40: para que- Eliza Bartolozzi Ferreira Vitéria
quem? E como?
Internacionalizagdo da Pds- Bruno Layson Ferreira Ledo;
~ s Fabiana Araujo Nogueira; Rev. FAEEBA,
8 graduacdo no Brasil: o programa . . 2024
Alda Maria Duarte Aratijo Salvador
Capes Print (2018-2022) Castro

Source: Research data, 2025.

Based on the reading of the articles presented above, an analysis was conducted of the
issues that have been discussed regarding the process of internationalization in/of postgraduate
education in Brazil, enabling a critical reflection on the points of convergence and divergence

among the analyzed studies.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Upon analyzing the first article, Internacionalizagdo e transnacionalizagdo na pos-
gradua¢do em Educa¢do no Brasil: alguns embates (Internationalization and
Transnationalization in Postgraduate Education in Education in Brazil: some debates), by Hey,
Catani, and Amorim (2020), it is evident that the study aimed to discuss the dilemmas and
conflicts surrounding the internationalization of postgraduate education in Brazil through the
examination of four Education postgraduate programs that achieved the highest rating in the
CAPES evaluation for the 2013-2016 quadrennial period.

The authors provide important considerations regarding the criteria used to assess
internationalization, such as the number of publications in foreign journals, the language of
publication, international collaborations, and citation counts. The findings reveal disparities
among the programs analyzed, raising concerns about the visibility of local academic
production and the risk of epistemological subordination. Finally, the authors criticize the
current model of internationalization for reinforcing regional and institutional inequalities,
arguing for the need for a broader and more critical reflection on the evaluation criteria and the
meanings attributed to internationalization within Brazilian postgraduate education.

In the second article, A internacionalizagdo na pos-graduac¢do: avaliagdo tragada,
desafios impostos (Internationalization in Postgraduate Education: Established Evaluation
and Imposed Challenges), the objective is to critically analyze how elements associated with
neoliberalism influence the management of the internationalization process within Brazilian

postgraduate programs, based on the National Postgraduate Education Plan (2011-2020). The
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findings indicate that, although internationalization is highly valued, it still lacks well-
structured public policies, adequate funding, and clear guidelines to prevent it from being driven
solely by a productivist logic aligned with market interests. Another highly relevant criticism
presented by the authors is that “evaluations must also take into account the social, historical,
and geographical analyses of institutions and their postgraduate programs, so as not to
disadvantage those that are still in the process of consolidation” (Veroneze et al., 2021, p. 812,
our translation).

The article by Castro and Fernandes (2021) aims to analyze the internationalization
policy of postgraduate education in Brazil, promoted by CAPES through public calls issued
between 2005 and 2018. The study reveals that “CAPES has increasingly relied on calls for
proposals that stimulate competition among postgraduate programs, favoring those that are
already better qualified within the evaluation systems” (Castro; Fernandes, 2021, p. 602, our
translation). As highlighted in the previous articles, the authors argue that, despite bringing
benefits such as the exchange of knowledge and the strengthening of research,
internationalization has been conducted under a market-oriented logic that reinforces
inequalities and privileges institutions already better positioned within evaluation systems.

The fourth article, by Feijo and Trindade (2021), analyzes the historical construction of
the internationalization policy of Brazilian postgraduate education based on the InfoCAPES
Bulletins (1994-2002) and the National Postgraduate Education Plans (PNPG) (1975-2011).
The study reveals that, since the earliest plans, internationalization had been incorporated
gradually and in a fragmented manner until it became consolidated as a public policy within the
PNPG 2011-2020. The authors conclude that the international dimension has been
predominantly associated with academic excellence and that international collaboration has
consistently functioned as one of the main means of projecting Brazilian science abroad.
Regarding quality standards for the evaluation of postgraduate programs, Feijé and Trindade
(2021) argue that “a mechanism capable of carrying out this assessment in a fully satisfactory
manner has not yet been developed” (p. 19).

The following article, A internacionaliza¢do na politica cientifica brasileira e seus
impactos para os programas de pos-graduacdo (Internationalization in Brazilian Science
Policy and Its Impacts on Postgraduate Programs), by Costa, Costa, and Yamamoto (2021),
aimed to identify the conceptions and directions attributed to the internationalization of
postgraduate education within Brazilian science policy through the analysis of ten documents
presenting the principal guidelines for the sector’s development. The authors argue that the

realization of a science internationalization process grounded in horizontal relations and mutual
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development requires recognition of the need to transform the current societal model, as well
as a redefinition of the role that science should play within this process, as already indicated in
the previous articles. Furthermore, Costa, Costa, and Yamamoto (2021) contend that “any
attempt at internationalization that contributes to scientific and social development requires a
global repositioning regarding the social role of science, aligned with a perspective of social
transformation” (p. 881, our translation).

In the article by Roberto Leher and Maria Rosimary Soares dos Santos (2023),
Geoeconomia politica do conhecimento e os desafios para a internacionalizagdo da pos-
graduacdo (Political geoeconomy of knowledge and the challenges for the Internationalization
of Postgraduate Education), the objective is to critically analyze the internationalization of
postgraduate education in Brazil from the perspective of the political geoeconomy of
knowledge, highlighting how evaluation processes and international criteria—such as rankings
and scientific productivity metrics—reinforce structural inequalities among countries. The
authors argue that the model of internationalization implemented in Brazil, particularly through
the CAPES-PrInt program, has reproduced asymmetries and disregarded national and regional

contexts and challenges, despite demonstrating that

[...] Brazilian universities are prepared and eager for new internationalization
practices capable of substantiating a new political geoeconomy of knowledge
grounded in the principle that knowledge committed to collective well-being cannot
remain constrained by the commodification and militarization of science (Leher;
Santos, 2023, p. 19, our translation)

Drawing on the statistical data and discussions presented in the previous article by Leher
and Santos, Garcia and Ferreira (2023) develop their article Internacionaliza¢do da Pos-
Graduacgdo: para que? Para quem? E como? (Internationalization of Postgraduate Education:
for what? For whom? And how?), in which they question the process of internationalization
within Brazilian postgraduate education in order to discuss its purposes, beneficiaries, and
forms of implementation, particularly in light of the asymmetry between central and peripheral
economies in the use of science, technology, and research and development. In this article, the
authors engage continuously with the sharp critiques advanced in the previous study,
reinforcing the idea that the debate surrounding internationalization in postgraduate education
is marked by contradictions and involves multiple actors situated within distinct and unequal
temporal and spatial contexts.

Finally, the last article analyzed, Internacionaliza¢do da pos-graduagdo no Brasil: o
programa Capes-Print 2018-2022 (Internationalization of Postgraduate Education in Brazil:

the CAPES-PrInt Program 2018-2022), aims to examine the internationalization policies of
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postgraduate education in Brazil through the CAPES-PrInt program (2018-2022). The authors’
conclusion reinforces what other studies had already pointed out regarding the problematic
relationship between the degree of internationalization of postgraduate programs, the awarding
of the highest evaluation scores, and the funding of postgraduate education. Ledo, Nogueira,

and Castro do not hesitate to state that

[...] the CAPES-PrInt program has not contributed to consolidating the concept of
solidarity-based internationalization among institutions and postgraduate programs;
on the contrary, its implementation has increasingly deepened asymmetries and
contributed to the formation of an elite university grounded in parameters of
excellence and productivity. (2024, p.105, our translation).

In light of the main points highlighted in each of the analyzed articles, it becomes
evident that academic internationalization, although highly relevant to the development of
science and Brazilian postgraduate education, is marked by contradictions, tensions, and
challenges. Another undeniable finding concerns the central role played by CAPES in the
formulation and implementation of postgraduate education internationalization policies in
Brazil, granting the National Postgraduate Education Plans (PNPGs) significant importance in
the consolidation and institutionalization of postgraduate education through diagnostic
assessments and the formulation of goals and actions.

The historical construction of internationalization as a policy, as discussed by Feij6 and
Trindade (2021), demonstrates that the process was gradually incorporated into the national
system, initially as “international insertion” and later as one of the principal indicators for
evaluating programs of excellence. However, this trajectory is problematized by Costa, Costa,
and Yamamoto (2021), who point to the predominance of a conception of internationalization
guided by market-oriented logic. From this perspective, postgraduate programs are evaluated
and funded according to their adherence to international standards of productivity, often
incompatible with local realities.

Based on the analyzed articles, it is possible to affirm that Brazilian science policy treats
internationalization as a decisive indicator of quality and, consequently, establishes
mechanisms of exclusion that directly affect less consolidated postgraduate programs. Thus,
there is consensus among the authors that the logic of competitiveness and international
rankings diverges from the collective commitment of science and restricts the potential of
internationalization to promote social transformation through its multiple dimensions.

This criticism is reinforced by Ledo, Nogueira, and Castro (2024), who analyze the
CAPES-PrInt Program as an expression of a selective and exclusionary policy. Although the

program was created with the purpose of fostering institutional internationalization, it
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concentrates resources on the highest-rated postgraduate programs, thereby reinforcing regional
and institutional asymmetries.

The data presented by the authors demonstrate that CAPES-PrInt benefits a restricted
group of institutions, which contradicts the principle of equity in access to opportunities for
academic training and international cooperation. In this context, internationalization ceases to
function as a strategy for strengthening the system as a whole and instead operates as a
mechanism of distinction among postgraduate programs.

The geopolitical implications of internationalization are also critically addressed by
Leher and Santos (2023), who provide a compelling reflection on the challenges of the
internationalization process based on the concept of the political geoeconomy of knowledge.
According to the authors, the global system of science and technology is marked by profound
asymmetries between central and peripheral countries, which are reproduced through metrics,
rankings, and standards of excellence imposed on a global scale.

In seeking international recognition, Brazilian universities ultimately become
subordinated to a logic of cultural heteronomy that fails to acknowledge their historical
specificities. In this sense, internationalization may reinforce the structural dependence of
Brazilian science on countries belonging to the hegemonic core, more specifically the United
States, which occupies the top position within the global university hierarchy.

In the same direction, it is important to highlight the discussion presented by Veroneze
et al. (2022) in their article, which reveals how internationalization requirements affect
university management and postgraduate programs. As internationalization processes become
evaluation criteria and indicators of excellence, they begin to require infrastructure, mobility,
cooperation networks, and funding that many institutions do not possess.

This places university administrators before complex challenges, demanding strategies
capable of responding to the pressures of the evaluation system without compromising the
university’s social mission. The article draws attention to the need for more articulated and
coherent policies that consider the structural inequalities of the country and of Brazilian higher
education.

To reinforce the arguments advanced by the previously mentioned authors, it is worth
highlighting that Garcia and Ferreira (2023) also argue that internationalization has been
mobilized as a response to Brazil’s insertion into the global knowledge economy, but that this
process cannot be detached from the contradictions that permeate it. The adoption of globalized
management models grounded in competitiveness and bibliometric indicators imposes a logic

that benefits a few while marginalizing many. The debate proposed by the authors underscores
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the importance of conceiving internationalization not merely as an end in itself, but as a means
that must remain aligned with the principles of inclusion, social justice, and national
development.

The combined reading of these eight articles makes it possible to understand that
internationalization constitutes an arena of political, economic, and social disputes, revealing
both the complexity and the urgency of rethinking the internationalization policies of
postgraduate education in Brazil in order to redirect them so that they may effectively contribute
to the scientific, social, and cultural development of the country. In this sense, it can be observed
that the analyzed articles address convergent aspects of the internationalization process in
postgraduate education and share the understanding that it is necessary to rethink evaluation
parameters with the aim of encouraging a form of solidarity-based internationalization among

institutions and postgraduate programs.

CONCLUSIVE CONSIDERATIONS

The studies analyzed demonstrate that, although official discourse emphasizes
internationalization as a strategy for the country’s scientific and technological development, in
practice this policy has reproduced historical and regional asymmetries, deepening inequalities
already present within the national postgraduate education system.

Programs such as CAPES-PrInt reveal a selective dynamic that privileges institutions
already highly rated, reinforcing a notion of excellence grounded in international standards that
are often disconnected from local realities and needs. Such a policy tends to exclude
postgraduate programs located in less privileged regions while reinforcing the centrality of
certain fields of knowledge, particularly those more closely aligned with the interests of the
global market and international agencies.

Furthermore, internationalization has been conducted under the strong influence of
neoliberal thought, in which metrics, rankings, and performance carry greater weight than
commitments to inclusion and the social relevance of science. The predominance of a political
geoeconomy of knowledge contributes to the maintenance of unequal relations between central
and peripheral countries, hindering the consolidation of autonomous and more horizontal
strategies for international cooperation.

Despite the advances achieved over recent years, such as the institutionalization of
mobility programs and the expansion of collaborative networks, the studies point to the urgent

need to rethink internationalization policy from a critical perspective—one that considers the
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multiple dimensions of scientific production, respects regional and epistemological diversity,
and remains committed to social transformation.

In light of this scenario, it is essential that academic internationalization be conceived
not merely as a mechanism for insertion into global circuits of prestige, but also as an instrument
for strengthening the social role of science by promoting equity, solidarity among peoples, and
the appreciation of local knowledge. Only through such an ethical and political repositioning
will it be possible to strengthen and consolidate the internationalization in/of Brazilian

postgraduate education in a less competitive and productivist manner.
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